
CMYK

74
 Essentials
Environment

I

MESSAGE  
IN A BOTTLE
Every year, billions of empty water bottles end up in landfills around the world. 
The little Australian town of Bundanoon has totally banned the selling of bottled 
water, and the idea is catching on, reports Graham Simmons.

In Bundanoon, Australia, new-style water 
stations have replaced bottled water.
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“To get all the retailers on-side, we had to prove to 
them that they could do better by not selling bottled 
water,” says Kingston. “In fact, they found that they 
could make just as much money from the sale of 
refillable water bottles.”
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Bondi municipality has installed water stations all along the boardwalk of its 
famous beach.

Huw Kingston instigated the move to ban 
bottled water in Bundanoon.
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Clean water has meant the end of cholera in rural areas of Southern Africa.Councillor Christina Kirsch and daughter 
Carwyn take water from a public water 
station in Manly.

“The Bendigo Bank, for example, 
encourages staff to drink tap water instead 
of buying bottled water. Bottled water has 
a much higher carbon and water footprint 
than tap water and also costs 200 to 
10,000 times more.”
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