Recycling Used Oil - WHY?

Cars, trucks, farm machines and boats all need regular 250 million litres of used oil in Australia each year.
lubricating oil changes. Do you remember to recycle
your used oil after an oil change.

Disposing of used oil the wrong way has the potential
to pollute land, water and infrastructure, so we need to
Around 500 million litres of lubricating oil is sold in recover and recycle as much of it as possible. Consider
Australia each year. While some engines such as two- that it takes only one litre of oil to contaminate one
stroke lawn mower engines burn oil completely, others,  million litres of water (which is about half the size of an
like motor vehicle engines and machinery, produce Olympic swimming pool), and a single automotive oil
large volumes of used oil that can be reclaimed and change produces 4 to 5 litres of used oil.

reused. Industry and the community generate at least

How valuable is used oil?

Used oil, or ‘sump oil’ as it is sometimes called, should
not be thrown away. Although it gets dirty, used oil can
still be cleaned and reused. In fact, recycled used oil can
be used as an industrial burner fuel, hydrolic oil, iNCOrpo- il EE——————— . 1 WASTE OIL
rated into other products, or re-refined back into lubricat- : STATION
ing oil.

Right: Used oil collection facilities are being established throughout
Australia, with over 450 sites already operational nationally.

Used oil is hazardous

You must be careful when changing your oil because
used oil is hazardous. Lubricating oil picks up a variety

of hazardous contaminants when used in engines and
transmissions - including lead, dioxins, benzene and poly-
cyclic aromatics.

Always change your oil in a well ventilated area, wear
gloves, make sure the area is enclosed to prevent spills
escaping or used a drip tray, place your used oil into its
original container (or similar) and take it to your nearest
recycling facility.

Leaving used oil sitting in your garage is also a good way
of creating a fire hazard or oil leaks - so don'’t forget to

Above: Used oil stored in containers for long periods of time can recycle it!
create a fire hazard or develop oil leaks.

Below: Disposing of used oil into the sewer can effect the quality of How can | recycle my used Oll?
discharge to local waterways. Australians are good at recycling used oil. About 80% of

the used oil generated was collected and recycled last
year. Used oil disposed of inappropriately, dumped in
landfill or stored on farms and in garages can cause harm
to the environment, so it is important that we recycle as
much of it as possible.

If you only produce a small amount of used oil from vehi-
cles or farm machinery, you can take it to your local used
oil facility, run by your local council or shire. Usually the
facility will be located at the landfill, waste transfer sta-
tion or works depot - check on the web or via the hotline
number (at the end of this article) for a facility near you.
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What shouldn't | do?

In some areas of Australia, used oil has been sprayed on
roads as a dust suppressant, to clean tools or to protect
timber posts and fences from termites. These practices
are harmful because the used oil can then enter the soll
and leach through to contaminate the ground water.

No other wastes should ever be allowed to mix with
used oil. Contamination by water or other chemicals may
mean the used oil can’t be recycled. It is also dangerous
to leave used oil stored in containers for long periods of
time. Many materials can degrade when in contact with
used oil, increasing the risk of a spill.

What is the Product Stewardship for Qil

Program?

The Product Stewardship for Oil Program provides incen-
tives to increase used oil recycling in the Australian com-
munity. This will ensure the environmentally sustainable
management of used oil. As part of the Australian Gov-
ernment’s commitment to managing used oil, a levy-ben-
efit system has been introduced - where a levy collected
on new oil, funds benefit payments to used oil recyclers.

Complementing the benefit payments is transitional
assistance funding, where $35 million over 7 years is
being provided to encourage environmentally sustain-
able management and re-refining of used oil. Some of the
initiatives being undertaken include, recycling technol-
ogy, research and development, and the establishment of
collection facilities for used oil throughout Australia - with
over 450 sites already operational nationally.

Left: Used oil collection

. facilities enable us to
recycle as much of our

used oil as possible.

Where can | get more information?

To get more information on used oil and find out
where your nearest used oil collection facility is, visit
the Product Stewardship for Oil Program website at:

www.ea.gov.au/oilrecycling
or email oilrecycling@ea.gov.au
or phone 1800 803 772.

Bottled Water
Alliance Calls
for Action!

Australian are spending over $300 million on bottled wa-
ter a year. Recently, the Bottled Water Alliance, headed
by Planet Ark co-founder John Dee, took its first initiatives
to encourage Australians to change their water drinking
habits.

“Bottle water is responsible for over 60,000 tonnes of
greenhouse gas emissions every year. Consumers don't
realise the amount of oil that is used to make, transport
and store bottled water,” says Dee.

Dee estimates that over 456,131 barrels of oil are used
every year to manufacture bottled water for Australians.
Not to mention the litter problem. “Only 35% of plastic
PET gets recycled in Australia. The other millions of bot-
tles end up in landfills,” he notes.

Working with councils, the Alliance hopes to change
consumer behaviour by encouraging them to seek alter-
natives to their bottled water consumption. Mayor Mac-
Donald of Manly City Council will be the first of what will
hopefully be many communities to oppose bottled water
and formally push forward an initiative to discourage

its use. The Alliance will be writing to other Mayors and
councils, asking them to take the initiative on board.

Other action has already been taken by the government.
The Department of Environment and Climate Change has
already banned access to bottled water for their public
servants, taking them out of vending machines and dis-
couraging staff from purchasing them.

Instead, Dee hopes that consumers will utilise alterna-
tives. He’s pushing for consumers to look into filtering
their own water instead.

“There are a range of filter jugs available in local super-
markets,” he says. For water on the go, Brita™ makes
a sports bottle filter that works for up to 80 refills. At just
$10, the filter is not only saving 79 bottles from being
tossed into landfills, it's also extremely cost effective.

“When bottled water first came out, no one thought it
would sell - people thought it was a scam. Now we're
spending more than $385 million a year on our water. It's
time to unscam ourselves.”

The Alliance is hoping to reduce the country’s expenditure
on bottled water by 20% through this initiative.

Source: Green Pages Australia
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